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to the surface. He let America appear as Japan's opponent
and, all unconcerned, pulled the strings from behind.
But when at last Japan took the plunge and withdrew from.
the League, it was England more than anyone else who,
with a smile of sympathy, advised her to give way. Japan
replied with an exhibition of her usual uncompromising
methods by curtly rejecting the advice. England promptly
changed her attitude to that of Tlease yourself5. Later on,
England offered advice again, but again it was rejected and
Japan became more unpopular than ever. The second offer
was actually made by Sir E. Drummond, head of the League
of Nations office, to our delegates.
"Surely" (he said), "Article 15 is only advisory. As such, it
is not necessarily incumbent on Japan to comply with it. Her
reluctance in accepting the League's advice is not a new thing.
She has already attached reservations to Article 15. I don't
know how many divisions you have sent to Manchuria, but the
League doesn't propose to restrict you under Article 16.
You say you are not at war and therefore won't listen. Can't
you dissemble a bit and remain in the League for a
while ?"
But to dissemble has never suited the Japanese tempera-
ment. If Japan did anything so mean-spirited she would lose
all her self-respect, the more so as the League's proposal
involved non-recognition of Manchukuo. In these circum-
stances it was but natural that she should withdraw from
the League.
England, then, continued to let the protests against
Japanese action come from the American, Mr, Stimson,
and to confine herself to applauding him. But he himself,
was gradually becoming unpopular with his own people,
and, indeed, appeared to have been repudiated when a
Democratic Government, with Mr. Roosevelt in the prin-
cipal r61e at the White House, succeeded the administration
of Mr. Hoover and adopted a negative policy of non-
interference with Japan. England then, at last, had to come
out into the open. The result was that, after Japan had with-
drawn from the League, she was no longer content as a
casual spectator unobtrusively to applaud America, but
came out into the centre of the Grand Stand to lead the